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Washington DC

1995-96 FULBRIGHT TEACHER EXCHANGE. For the past nearly 50 years, some 190,000
Americans and citizens of other countries have conducted research and taught abroad or in the
United States through a program dedicated to promoting educational and cultural exchanges.
It is the Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program, begun by former Senator 1. William Fulbright
of Arkansas. Recently I was notified that the Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program is accepting
requests for applications for the 1995 - 1996 academic year from elementary through university
level educators (both teachers and administrators) who are interested in participating in an
exchange abroad during the 1995 - 1996 academic year. Applications must be completed and
submitted to the Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program office by October IS, 1994.
The Fulbright Teacher Exchange is a marvelous opportunity for teachers to broaden their
perspectives and expertise, and for participating institutions to learn from the visiting exchange
partner and later share in the international experiences of their returning faculty member. The
program includes direct exchanges where partners typically exchange classroom assignments, as
well as a limited number of semester and short-term assignments and some one-way placements.
Most of the time US and international exchange participants remain on their home institution's
payrolls while exchanging classrooms.

A tentative list of the 1995 - 1996 academic year's

participating countries include: Argentina, Bulgaria, Chile, Colombia, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany. Hungary. Italy, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Mexico,
Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine and the United
Kingdom.
US educators interested in the program must have US citizenship, at least a bachelor's
degree, three years offull-time teaching experience (for teaching positions) or two years full-time
teaching experience (for seminar participation), current full-time employment in a relevant subject
area, and, for some non-English speaking countries, fluency in the appropriate foreign language.
For more information on how to apply, write or call the Fulbright Teacher Exchange
Program, c/o USDA Graduate School, Room 235, 600 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20024, 1-800-726-0479.

*

*

*

"MOST THRIFrY TEXAN." Frugality with expenses is an important aspect of being a public
servant, and it was my pleasure to learn that I had been mentioned as "the most thrifty Texan"
in a May 9th Associated Press story analyzing congressional office spending by the Texas
delegation in Washington. With the heightened concerns about spending today, it is all the more
important to try to do as much as possible while spending as little as possible on expenses. It
is my hope that the recent story is a reflection of the efforts of my office to do just that. It is
that objective I will continue to work toward.

*

*

*
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NA170NAL WOMEN IN AGRICULWREDAY. Whether working long hours as field workers
or financial managers, mothers or homemakers, women have played a 'ital role in sustaining the
essential enterprise of agriculture from its beginnings. lbat role continues today in vitally
important and changing ways, from exploring new opportunities in international trade to
investigating the ecosystem of a Brazilian rain forest. It is because of their role that this month,
through a Presidential Prgclamation, June 9 is designated as National Women in Agriculture
Day. "Through this proclamation and appropriate ceremonies and observances of the da)', our
nation can recognize the continued wise leadership and support of women in agriculture.

•

•

•

HAMMOCK HAZARDS. From McAllen to Kingsville, now is a time for families to hang out
in the hammock and gently swing to the sounds of summer. But before you relax, make sure
your hammock is safe: Recently, the US Consumer Product Safety Commission announced that
a Kansas-based manufacturer is voluntarily recalling one of its rope hammocks because the ropes
can work their way loose from the rings and cause the hammock to drop to the ground. The
company, Nelson Weather-Rite, Inc., has received five reported incidents of injuries to users from
the hammock collapsing, and it requests consumers to return the hammock to the place of
purchase for a refund.
Approximately 14,400 of the hammock model -- called the American Camper 1'.'1'90
Roper Hammock -- were distributed for sale in retail stores from February 1992 to October 1993.
The hammock is described as a giant rope hammock, 90 by 48 inches, \\ith heavy duty, knotted
cotton ropes, and 49-inch wooden spreader bars. Although the incident rate is low, the entire
quantity of the hammock model is being recalled in the interest of consumer safety. Consumers
can contact Nelson/Weather-Rite, Inc., regarding any questions at 1-800-255-6061 or write
to NelsonlWeather-Rite Customer Service, 14760, Santa Fe Trail Drin, Lenexa, KS 66215.
And, to report any unsafe consumer products or product-related injuries, call the l,;S
Consumer Product Safety Commission's toll-free hotline at 1-800-638-2772, or its
teletypewriter for the hearing impaired at 1-800-638-8270.

•

•

•

VISITORS FROM HOME. Arnold Barrera of Alice; Gilbert Cuellar of Donna; Pete Leal and
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Wratten of Edinburg; W. Jerry of Falfurrias; Jackie Alaniz, Robert Alaniz
and Nico Giorgetti of George West; Amber Dobson and Melanie Gonzales of Kenedy; Neal R.
Van Zante of Kingsville; Maria Louise Garcia, B. Olaguibel, Elizabeth Longoria Saenz, Jaime
Saenz, Joel Saenz, Frank Smith and Joyce Smith of McAllen; Robert Goodwin and James
Goodwin of Mission; Amanda Aquirre, Bridget De Leon, Annie De Leon, Sandra Gonzales and
Monica Munos of Pawnee; Harvey Schneider of Pleasanton; Goyo Lopez of Rio Grande City;
David Lloyd, Hester Lloyd" Phyllis Lloyd and Sara Lloyd of San Juan; Anita Longoria of Three
Rivers; and Mrs. Susie Cantu, C. Garcia, Nelly Garcia, George Garrett, Katy Wiedenfeld and
Virginia Wiedenfeld of Weslaco.
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